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CITY  OF  PETERBOROUGH 


ANNUAL  HEALTH  REPORT 

1945 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  : 


Alderman  J.  T.  FISHER,  J.P. 

Vice-Chairman  : 


Councillor  Mrs.  L.  V.  BRYANT,  J.P. 


The  Mayor  (Mr.  J.  A.  Farrow) 
(ex  officio ). 

Chairman  Finance  Committee 
(ex  officio). 

Alderman  J.  A.  Bartram. 
Alderman  H.  J.  Farrow. 
Councillor  G.  J.  Batten,  f 
Councillor  W.  J.  Coates. 


Councillor  H.  W.  Kelley. 
Councillor  E.  C.  Patterson,  L.D.S. 
Councillor  E.  Pailing. 

Councillor  J.  E.  Swain. 

Councillor  A.  W.  VlNEY,  M.B.E. 
Councillor  F.  H.  Wright. 
Councillor  Mrs.  Wood. 


f  On  War  Service. 


INFANT  WELFARE  COMMITTEE 


Chairman  : 

Alderman  H.  J.  FARROW. 


Vice-Chairman  : 

Councillor  Mrs.  L.  V.  BRYANT,  J.P. 

The  Mayoress  (ex  officio). 

The  Chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  (ex  officio). 

The  above  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  excepting  Councillors 
Swain,  Patterson,  Viney,  Kelley  and  Wright;  but  adding  Councillors  Holdich, 

Mellows  and  Martin,  together  with  the  following  co-opted  members,  viz: _ 

Mrs.  Knee,  Mrs.  J.  A.  Bartram,  Mrs.  E.  V.  Martin,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Mellows, 

Dr.  W.  Peach  Hay. 
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STAFF  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Medical  Officer  of  Health ,  School  Medical  Officer,  Medical  Superintendent  of 
the  Isolation  Hospitals,  and  Medical  Officer  to  the  Child  JV  elf  are  Committee — ■ 

*Wm.  JOHNSTONE,  m.d.,  b.ch.  (glas.),  d.p.h.  (camb.). 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  {part  time) — • 

JOHN  N.  COLLINS,  m.d.  (lond.). 

Ante-Natal  Consultant  {part  time ) — 

ALAN  MORRIS  JOHNS,  M.D.,  M.R.C.O.G. 

Orthopaedic  Consultant  {part  time ) — 

(Pre-School  age  children) 

NOEL  SMITH,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  T.C.D.,  F.R.C.S.  (I.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  also  Inspector  under  Foods  and  Drugs  Acts — - 

*J.  L.  SEDEN,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.San.I. 

Sanitary  Inspector — • 
f*J.  HALL,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert. San. Insp.B. 

Public  A nalysi — 

W.  TAYLOR,  B.Sc.,  F.R.I.C, 

Health  Visitors — 

*  Miss  E.  M.  TAMPLIN,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B.,  A. R.San.I. 

*  Mrs.  C.  E.  KENDELL,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

Ante-Natal  Matron — 

Mrs.  R.  M.  RITCHIE,  S.R.N.,  C.M.B. 

Matron  Borough  Isolation  Hospital — 

Miss  I.  B.  SKINNER,  S.R.N. 

Clerks— 

Chief:  H.  A.  GOODACRE.  Assistant:  G.  SAUNDERS. 

*  Salary  Contributions  made  by  Exchequer  Grants, 
f  Part-time  Shops  Acts  Inspector. 
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Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee,  acting  as  Sanitary  Authority. 


Members  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Committee,  as  Infant  Welfare  Authority. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1945 — a  year  so  fateful  nationally —  two  continental  wars  ending  and  a 
general  election  for  Imperial  Parliament  held  intercurrently  between  the  two 
hostility  cessations,  has  been  unmarked  by  any  outstanding  feature  in  the  realm 
of  the  public  health  locally. 

As  a  hospital  Authority  we  have  been  spared  the  tribulation  of  too  many 
hospital  governances,  of  having  to  sterilise  beds,  close  altogether  as  has  befallen 
the  County  infectious  diseases  hospital  of  our  sea  board  neighbour  because  one 
stride  of  humanity  will  not  render  service  to  their  neighbours  in  their  days  of 
misfortune  apparently  for  the  reason  that  the  service  givers  are  impressed  that 
this  activity  is  undeserving  or  menial  and  undignified.  Size  of  hospital  has  not 
seemed  to  be  a  factor.  The  more  unpretentious  in  size  (as  in  our  case)  appear 
better  able  to  keep  “  afloat  ”  possibly  this  being  more  wieldy  than  the  larger 
bedded. 

I  would  express  my  thanks  to  my  staff,  both  at  the  hospital  and  in  the  depart¬ 
ment,  for  their  loyalty  and  good  service,  as  also  to  my  colleagues  in  the 
Corporation  and  Medical  Specialists  who  do  so  much  by  direction  of  their  skill 
coupled  with  bonhomie  to  make  the  lot  of  our  citizens  to  be  a  fuller  and  better 
entity. 


August,  1946. 


Wm.  Johnstone, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health . 
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PURSUANT  TO 

Article  14,  Sub  section  (3)  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 

Every  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  to  compile  an  annual  report 
applicable  to  each  calendar  year  on  the  sanitary  circumstances,  the 
sanitary  administration  and  the  vital  statistics  of  the  district,  which,  in 
this  case,  is  the  Borough  of  Peterborough. 

Circular  28/46  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  embodies  the  information 
required  by  the  Ministry  ^  and  the  report  for  1945  which  follows  is 
extended  beyond  the  terms  indicated  in  that  circular. 
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I.  GENERAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1945 


Area  of  Borough  in  Acres 

Population — Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

(Mid.  1945)  . 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1945)  . 

Rateable  Value  on  December  31st,  1945 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


10,022 

49,200 

14,033 

£348,635 

£1,385 


II.  EXTRACT 

OF  VITAL 

LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

Total 

M. 

Legitimate 

761 

416 

Illegitimate 

120 

58 

STILL-BIRTHS  : 

26 

13 

DEATHS  : 

554 

290 

STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR 


F. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 

345 

estimated  resident 

62 

poulation 

1 8  f 

13 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and 

still)  births  . 

28.6 

264 

Death  Rate  per  1,000 

estimated  resident 


population  .  .  11.2* 


Deaths  from  puerperal  causes,  headings  29  and  30  of  the  R.G’s  list  : — - 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths.  (live  and  still-births). 


No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis 
No.  30  Other  maternal  causes 


1 

1 


1.1 

1.1 


Total 


2 


2  2 


Death  Rate  of  infants  (under  one  year  of  age) 

all  infants  per  1,000  births  .  43 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  30 


Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 


Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  all  sites .  .  .  .  81 

„  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  . 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  1 

„  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  .  6 

f England  and  Wales  :  16.1  per  1,000  ( civilian )  population. 
* England  and  Wales:  11.4  per  1,000  {civilian)  population . 
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Vital  Statistics. 

From  the  summarised  tabulation  can  be  gleaned  the  following  :  — 

1.  The  birth  rate  at  18  per  1000  population  is  conformable  to  that  of  the 
country  as  a  whole,  staging  a  reduction  on  the  high  figure  of  20.4 
recorded  for  1944  which  constituted  the  City’s  highest  figure  for  23 
years. 

2.  The  death  rate  at  11.2  per  1000  is  a  figure  which  fluctuates  from  year 
to  year  least  of  any. 

It  would  probably  stand  lower  were  the  correction  factor  as  used  in 
pre-war  years  notified  by  the  Registrar-General  for  age  and  sex 
constitution  capable  of  application.  On  account,  however,  of 
complexity  of  population  movements  the  factor  has  had  to  be  placed 
in  discard  until  more  settled  conditions  arrive. 

3.  The  incidence  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  is  significantly  higher 
than  for  the  country  as  a  whole. 

We  can  say  that  1945  was  a  measles  year  in  Peterborough. 

For  the  second  consecutive  year  the  amount  of  whooping  cough  is 
greater  than  for  England.  The  numbers  are  in  inverse  ratio  to  the 
type. 


Comments  on  Vital  Statistics. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  at  lowest  ebb — only  about  one-third  the  amount  for  the 
country  generally. 

Diphtheria  is  just  about  the  same  as  general  experience,  with  the  satisfactory 
concomitant  of  none  being  fatal.  Many  of  the  cases  had  been  immunised,  in 
relation  to  which  a  note  will  appear  later  in  the  report. 

Touching  maternity  and  infant  mortality  and  relative  infections. 

Our  local  number  of  notifications  of  fevers  is,  as  nearly  always,  well  below  the 
country’s  par;  infant  mortality  also  cuts  quite  a  respectable  figure. 

On  deaths  of  women  associated  with  child-bearing,  two  have  to  be  recorded. 

The  manner  in  which  this  (maternal  mortality)  figure  has  dropped  in  these 
war  years  is  a  matter  of  deepest  satisfaction  coming  down  to  the  extremely 
low  figure  of  1.45  after  having  stood  at  or  around  4  for  years  and  years,  between 
World  Wars  1  and  2. 
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BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY, 

MATERNAL  DEATH-RATES,  AND  CASE-RATES  FOR  CERTAIN 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1945 

England  and  Wales  and  143  Smaller  Towns. 


The  Registrar-General’s  are  provisional  figures  based  on  weekly^  and 
quarterly  returns;  the  local  are  for  the  Calendar  Year  (1945). 


P  eterborough. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

143  Smaller  towns , 
pop  :  25,000  to 
50,000 

(1931  census ). 

Actual 

Rates  per  1,000  Population  {Civil) 

Nos. 

BIRTHS  :  — 

Live  .  . 

881 

18.0 

16.1 

19.2 

Still  . 

26 

0.5 

0.46 

0.53 

DEATHS  :  — 

All  Causes 

554 

11.2 

11.4 

12.3 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Typhoid 

0’ 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

C.S.  Fever  . 

0 

0.00 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

0 

0.00 

0.02  . 

0.02 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

Measles 

2 

0.04 

0.02 

0.02 

NOTIFICATIONS 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

31 

0.63 

1.89 

2.03 

Diphtheria 

31 

0.63 

0.46 

0.56 

Typhoid 

0 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

Dysentery 

2 

0.04 

n.a. 

n.a. 

C.S.  Fever 

0 

0.00 

0.05 

0.05 

Pneumonia 

25 

0.5 

0.87 

0.72 

Aleasles 

.  920 

18. 

11.67 

11.19 

Whooping  Cough 

173 

3.5 

1.64 

1.47 

Per  1,000  (L 

ive)  Births 

NOTIFICATIONS  (co 

nt.) — 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

6 

6.9 

9.93 

8.81 

MORTALITY'  (■ cont .)— 

Infant  Deaths  unde 

r 

one  year 

38 

43.2 

46 

43 

(a)  Legitimate 

..  (  23 

30* 

(b)  Illegitimate 

..  }  15 

174t 

Maternal  Mortality  ... 

2 

2.3 

1.75 

*  per  1,000  legitimate  births, 
t  per  1.000  illegitimate  births. 
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General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

The  personnel  making  up  the  medical,  nursing  and  sanitary  staff  of.  the  City 
have  their  names,  qualifications  and  designations  recorded  at  the  beginning  of 
this  Report  under  the  heading  “  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department.” 

The  Public  Analyst  does  not  reside  locally  in  the  City,  being  located  at 
Nottingham.  He  holds  a  series  of  other  Local  Authority  appointments  and, 
but  for  the  depletion  of  his  staff  arising  out  of  the  war,  is  well  staffed  and 
equipped  for  the  work  devolving  upon  him. 


Population. 

Population  figures  wherever  recorded  are  at  this  long  distance  in  time  from 
last  census  (1931)  estimations  only. 

For  the  City  at  mid  year  1945,  the  Registrar-General  estimates  the 
poulation  figure  to  stand  at  49,200. 

The  Corporation  as  Hospital  Authority. 

The  order  of  the  day  as  regards  “  running  ”  hospitals  appears  to  be  major 
difficulties  with  staffs  and  staffing. 

We,  in  common  with  the  grosser  plights  of  others,  have  had  and  still  have 
some  spells  of  embarrassment,  more  particularly  on  the  domestic  side  : — for 
example,  to  overcome  at  one  point  what  looked  like  a  collusive  and  concerted 
linkage  amongst  resigned  personnel  to  denude  the  hospital  of  serving  elements 
and  precipitate  wholesale  defection.  That  little  contretempts  got  defeated. 

The  Corporation  is  fortunate  in  having  certain  loyal  long  service  “  retainers,” 
who  have  by  their  consistency  stood  firm  by  their  hospital  service  contract. 

Counterparted  on  the  nurses  establishment,  the  two  elements  of  long-term 
and  shorter  term  nurses  work  loyally  side  by  side. 

The  object  sought  has  been  to  make  all  ranks  of  nurse  conscious  that  she 
has  sought,  obtained,  filled  her  post  and  gave  service  of  her  own  free  will  and 
accord  in  a  place  of  her  own  choosing,  not,  that  is  to  say  in  a  somewhere  to 
which  she  had  been  directed. 

Nothing  deterred  her  from  leaving  if  she  was  so  influenced,  but  it  was  trusted 
that  the  conditions  were  sufficiently  congenial  io  ensure  that  the  service  appeared 
worth  continuing  in. 

On  its  side,  the  Public  Health  Committee  has  exercised  a  most  benign  and 
enlightened  sway  in  all  transactions  and  as  regards  both  groups  and  individuals 
comprising  these  groups,  is  is  ready  to  adopt  authorised  scale(s)  which  will 
redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  staff  in  either  denomination  as  it  did  over  the 
Rushcliffe  Report  in  1943. 

There  are  now  grumbles  over  salaries  erected  at  the  time  (19 -r 3 )  of  this 
Report,  principally  that  the  general  grading  and  those  with  special  responsibilities 
have  been  fixed  far  too  low.  As  a  gesture  that  the  Public  Health  Committee 
is  ready  to  remedy  and  rectify  any  anomaly  operating  to  tee  piejudice  Ci  any  of 
the  staff,  it  (the  Committee)  has  agreed  to  fix  a  basic  minimum  below  which 
no  qualified  nurse’s  remuneration  shall  fall ;  to  fit  in  as  appropriate,  staff  to 
designated  office  so  that  they  are  placed  in  the  most  advantageous  position,  both 
in  relation  to  themselves  and  the  employing  authority. 

Whoever  fails  or  has  failed  in  their  duty  towards  their  hospital  staffs,  no  such 
charge  can  be  laid  against  Peterborough  Corporation  Public  Health  Committee. 

Will  it  all  plan  out  happily  and  be  mutually  advantageous?  It  should  do 
if  concentration  of  “  resignation  for  personal  reasons  (marriage,  illness  of 
relatives,  etc.),  does  not  undermine  or  overwhelm  the  position. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 

Record  of  Transactions  —  1945 


S.F. 

28 


OUTSIDE  (R.D.)  CASES 

Diph.  Measles.  Dysentery.  Others. 
6  10  2 
Outside  (R.D.)  Cases  12.  No  deaths. 


H.M.  FORCES 

Measles  or 

SF.  .  Diph.  German  Measles.  Others. 

0  4  17 

Analysis — H.M.  &  Allied  Forces  12.  No  deaths. 


1945  Compendious  Total — 124. 


S.F. 

3 

Analysis — • 


CITY  CASES 

Whooping  Para- 

Diph.  Measles.  Cough.  Typhoid.  Dysentery.  Others. 
40  9  2  1  2  18 

Analysis; — City  Cases  100.  One  death. 


Laboratory  Facilities, 

The  following  specimens  were  forwarded  to  the  local  Emergency  Public 
Health  Laboratory  Service,  situated  at  the  Peterborough  Memorial  Hospital, 
during  1945  :  — 

Isolation  Other 

Departmental.  Hospital.  Sources. 


Swabs  .  16  80  94 

Stools  (Dysentery)  .  —  2  — 


The  following  were  forwarded  to  the  Public  Analyst  :  — 

36  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk. 

3  Water  samples  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examinatoin. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  1945 
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IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 


Under  5 

5—15 

Total  population  immunised  (all  periods)  . 

.  6090 

1421 

4669 

1945. 

Number  immunised  during  year  . 

..  731 

608 

123 

Cases  (1945) 

Incidence  of  Diphtheria  (14  or  under)  .  27 


DIPHTHERIA  (Juvenile) 
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PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 

Institutional  Maternity 

There  has  never  been  nor  does  there  exist  at  the  period  covered  by  this 
report  an  ad  hoc  maternity  hospital  in  the  City  or  County  of  the  Soke  of 
Peterborough. 

The  Corporation  is  not  a  Maternity-institution-owning  body;  only  by  way  of 
a  unit  located  within  the  curtilage  of  Public  Assistance  Institution  buildings  does 
the  County  enter  the  picture  either. 

Local  press  paragraphs  refer  to  a  move  afoot  from  the  County  angle  to  acquire 
a  separately  sited  ex  private  house  as  future  maternity  unit  believed  to  be  in 
substitution  for  the  unit  at  Public  Assistance  Institution,  but  the  Corporation 
as  City  Infant  Welfare  Authority  has  not  been  furnished  officially  with  any 
details. 

Apart  from  Nursing  Homes,  of  which  two  possess  only  strictly  limited 
accommodation  for  maternity  cases,  substantive  provision  for  lying-in  women 
concentrates  upon  the  undernoted  two  institutions,  but  bookings  in  both  are  not 
restricted  solely  to  Peterborough  residents,  They  are  :  — 


No.  of 

Number  with  addresses 

Maternity 

in  City  area 

Beds. 

confined  during  1945 

(a.) 

St.  John’s  Hospital  (P.A.I.) 

22 

166 

County  Soke  of 
Peterborough. 

(b) 

Thorpe  Hall  Annexe 

12 

233 

(part  ex-E.M.S.). 

Both  of  the  above,  spread  widely  on  a  broad  geographical  base,  are  heavily 
booked  in  advance. 


Relative  Considerations 

Out  of  the  total  of  166  women  confined  in  the  St.  John’s  Hospital  (P.A.I.) 
Unit,  61  reported  at  the  examination  centre,  and  came  under  expert  review  by 
the  Corporation’s  Ante-natal  Consultant  (Dr.  Morris  Johns)  at  one  of  his 
sessions  held  during  1945. 

Thorpe  Hall  Annexe  undertakes  its  own  pre-natal  size  up  (with  the  solitary 
exception  of  a  group  of  6)  within  their  own  surveillance. 

'The  Governance  in  this  case  is  Peterborough  (and  District)  Memorial 
Hospital,,  with  whom  bookings  have  to  be  effected  and  finances  for  anticipation 
costs  lodged  according  to  a  pre-determined  scale. 
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LIVE  BIRTH  NOTIFICATIONS  —  1945 


Addresses  in 

Addresses 

Outside 

City 

Area. 

City  Area. 

Doctors. 

Midwives. 

Doctors.  Midwives. 

Total. 

St.  John’s  Hospital 

0 

160  .... 

0 

142  . 

302 

Memorial  Hospital 

10 

0  .... 

8 

0  . 

18 

Thorpe  Hall 

7 

223  .... 

3 

84  . 

317 

Charnwood  Nursing  Home 

21 

0  .... 

..  22 

0  . 

43 

Stuart  Nursing  Home 

0 

61  . 

0 

52  . 

113 

Domiciliary 

224 

155  .... 

0 

4  . 

383 

262 

599  .... 

33 

282  . 

1176 

1939  NOTIFICATIONS 

Addresses  in 
City  Area. 
Doctors.  Midwives. 

Addresses  Outside 
City  Area. 
Doctors.  Midwives. 

T otal  . 

St.  John’s  Hospital 

0 

5  . 

0 

7  . 

12 

Memorial  Hospital 

8 

2  . 

..  10 

0  . 

20 

Charnwood  Nursing  Home  6 

0  . 

6 

0  . 

12 

Stuart  Nursing  Home 

59 

0  . 

.  28 

0  . 

87 

Domiciliary 

.  301 

225  . 

0 

0  . 

526 

374 

232  . 

44 

7  . 

657 

N.B. — -Thorpe  Hall  did  not  function  as  a  Maternity  Home  in  1939. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY  —  1945 


Cause. 

0- 

Weeks 

1-  2-  3- 

T  otal 
under 

one 

month. 

1- 

Months 

3-  6-  9- 

Total 

under 

one 

year. 

Prematurity 

...  11 

1 

2 

14 

14 

Prolonged  and  Diff.  Birth  ... 

....  1 

1 

1 

Malformation  (s) 

1 

1 

2 

Convulsions 

....  1 

\ 

1 

1 

Asphyxia  (foundling)  . 

....  2 

2 

2 

Infanticide 

....  1 

1 

1 

(Gastro-)  Enteritis 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

6 

Intussusception 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

• 

Icterus  Neonatorum  . 

1 

1 

1 

Atelectasis 

....  2 

2 

2 

Pneumonia  (broncho) 

2 

1 

3 

Pneumonia  (septic) 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

Measles 

1 

1 

Whooping  Cough  . 

1 

1 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum 

.... 

Melena  Neonatorum 

....  1 

1 

1 

Toxaemia  (pre-natal) 

....  1 

1 

1 

20 

2 

2  2 

26 

4 

4 

3  1 

38 

Comments  on  Infant  Mortality  Table. 

1.  It  is  a  near-invariable  any  year  any  community  mortality  collected  in  the 
under  4-week  column  is  proportioned  at  65/8%  of  the  total  infantile 
mortality. 

2.  It  is  also  a  near-invariable  that  the  number  under  the  heading  prematurity 
(meaning  premature  birth)  comprises  50%  of  neo-natal  (under  4-weeks  old) 
mortality. 

3.  The  malformation  group  is  smaller  in  this  tabulation  (for  1945)  than  usual. 

4.  It  can  be  held  axiomatic  that  the  social  condition  prevalent  in  a  community 
can,  to  a  very  large  extent,  be  gauged  by  the  death  roll  amongst  its  progeny 
ascribed  to  (gastro)  Enteritis. 
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Maternal  Mortality. 

Two  women,  one  aged  24 — gravid  for  the  first  time— died  in  hospital  of  a 
blood  dyscracia,  presumably  generated  by  the  pregnancy.  This  was  the  only 
overt  case  discernible  from  facts  in  our  possession  until  receipt  of  the  Registrar 
General’s  returns  on  June  24th,  wherein  was  noted  that  the  City  was  debited 
with  another. 

The  death  returns  gave  no  hint  of  pregnancy  being  in  the  picture  in  this 
second  case  since  the  cause  of  death  read  “  Malignant  Disease  of  Uterus 
Surgically  Relieved.” 

As  a  result  of  special  representation  between  the  Registrar  General’s  office 
and  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  the  hospital  where  the  case  died,  there  was 
added  the  following  : — ' “  Metritis,  with  retained  products  of  conception.  No 
evidence  of  malignancy.” 

Categorically,  the  facts  therefore  are  :  — 


Period 


Case  Date  of 
No.  death. 
1945 

Where 

died. 

resident 

before 

death. 

A ge  at 
death. 

Certified  causes  as 
stated  on  death 
return. 

1  April  3 

in  Hospital 

3  days 

24  primi- 

Paroxysmal  Hsemoglo- 

para 

binuria.  Toxaemia  of 

Pregnancy. 

2  Dec.  27 

in  Hospital 

26  days 

30 

1.  (a)  Malignant 

disease  of  uterus 

(surgically 

relieved). 


(b)  Metritis  with  re¬ 
tained  products 
of  conception ; 
no  evidence  of 
any  neoplastic 
precess  seen. 
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Maternity  and  Child1  Welfare. 

No.  of  live  Births  notified  to  Department,  1945  .  .  .  861 

By  Doctors  .  .  .  .  .  .  ......  .  262 

By  Midwives  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  599 

No.  of  infants  died  under  1  year .  .  .  .  .  .  38 

Health  Visiting. 

(iii).  Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  (1945). 

{a)  To  expectant  mothers — 

First  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  133 

Total  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  307 

(b)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age — 

First  visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  835 

Total  visits  2301 

(c)  To  children  between  the  age  of  1  and  5  years,  Total  visits  2889 

Infant  Welfare  Centres. 

(c)  Total  number  of  (individual)  children  who  attended  the 

Centres  for  the  first  time  during  the  year,  and  who  on  first 
attendance  were  : 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  .  529 

(ii)  Over  1  year  of  age  .  33 

(d)  Total  number  of  (individual)  children  who  attended  the 

Centres  during  the  year  and  who  at  the  end  of  the  year 
were  : 

(i)  Under  1  year  of  age  .  317 

(ii)  Over  1  year  of  age  .  599 
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Public  Health  Act,  1936— -Part  VI L 
Child  Life  Protection.  Children  taken  for  Reward. 

For  the  purpose  s  of  this  important  supervisory  work,  the  City  is  divided  into 
two  unequal  parts. 

Original  resolution  of  the  Infant  Welfare  Committee  drawn  in  April,  1934, 
designated  two  Health  Visitors  as  Infant  Protection  Visitors. 

Health  Visitor  appointment  No.  2  held  jointly  with  School  Nursing  post  has, 
since  M  iss  Thompson’s  resignation  and  ultimate  decease,  been  filled  so 
temporarily,  or,  in  fact  has  long  spells  of  vacatedness,  as  during  1945  for  instance, 
aggregating  something  like  14  weeks  of  non-filment,  and  then  not  occupied  by 
one  possessing  a  Health  Visitor’s  certificate,  that  in  reality  the  work  falls  both 
for  her  own  area  (the  old  Borough  area)  and  in  default  of  a  second  incumbent 
very  largely  on  Health  Visitor  1  (full-time). 

Continuity  is  of  the  real  essence  of  success  in  this  work.  Satisfaction  has  been 
expressed  by  Inspectors  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  (No.  3  Region)  examining 
local  administration  periodically. 

At  31st  December,  1945,  there  were  on  the  Registers  11  children  in  respect 
to  11  foster  parents.  Figures  at  end  of  previous  years  were  as  follows  :  — 


Children  Foster  Parents 

1944  .  9  9 

1943  . *  7  7 
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ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC 

Record  of  Work,  1945 

Pre-Natal  Visits  .  ......  307 

Post-Natal  Visits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Ante-Natal  Clinic  Nurse’s  Attendances  at  Infant  Welfare  Centres  :  — 

Fitzwilliam  Clinic,  Walton —  2  Sessions  weekly  .  100 

Central  Centre,  Town  Hall —  3  Sessions  weekly  .  . ,  144 

Pre-Natal  Attendances  at  Ante-Natal  Clinic  for  various  purposes  .  397 

Priority  Dockets  Issued  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  247 

CONSULTANTS  CLINIC 

Number  of  Sessions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  12 

Total  Attendances  .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  418 

Pre-Natal  : —  First  Visits  147  ) 

Re-Visits  258  ) .  405 

Gynaecological  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

* 

Post-Natal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Patients  suspected  of  Venereal  Disease  or  Tuberculosis  .  .  .  9 

Patients  sent  for  X-ray  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Patients  sent  to  Memorial  Hospital  for  Consultation  .  .  .  7 

POST-NATAL  CLINIC 

Patients  recommended  for  Operative  Treatment  .  . .  .  .  1 

Normal  conditions  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Relieved  by  temporary  application  of  Surgical  Appliance  .  .  .  3 
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Ante-Natal  —  Dental. 

Amongst  the  patients  who  attended  the  Ante-natal  Consultant’s  Clinic  during 
1945,  dental  factors  presented  the  following  incidence  :  — 

1.  No  fewer  than  70  were  classified  as  either 

(a)  possessing  very  good  teeth  (45) 

(b)  with  artificial  dentures  complete  (25) 

so  that  no  further  action  towards  dental  fitness  was  indicated  in  this  the 
heaviest  single  classification. 

2.  M  inor  measures  such  as  1  or  2  fillings  and  scalings  were  noted  as  requisite 
in  55  others. 

3.  A  paltry  half  dozen  were  classified  as  “  bad,”  and  1  was  noted  as  requiring 
attention  for  pyorrhoea. 

No  puerperal  sepsis  was  referable  to  the  state  of  teeth  in  any  eventual 
confinement. 

It  would  be  reasonable  to  expect  that  the  highly  efficient  school  dental 
service  with  which  the  City  has  been  favoured  over  the  past  22  years  should 
make  its  influence  felt  at  ages  when  the  participants  have  become  young 
adults.  The  quoted  findings  can  certainly  be  construed  in  this  light. 

To  any  who  desire  dental  treatment  whilst  in  the  gravid  state  a  scheme  is 
available  to  them.  Following  the  policy  laid  down  by  the  first  Ante-natal 
Consultant,  who,  having  had  an  unfortunate  contretemps  at  close  quarters 
testified  to  the  wrongfulness  of  badgering,  no  undue  pressure  is  brought  to 
bear  during  the  period  of  “  carrying  ”  and  this  is  the  line  which  has  been 
here  pursued  ever  since  he  so  advised  in  the  initial  stages  of  this  scheme, 
has  been  followed  throughout,  and  is  still  the  unanswerable  guide. 
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CASES  REFERRED  TO  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  FOR  X-RAY 


REASON 


RESULT 


1.  Oedema  -j — Please  X-Ray 
to  confirm  no  multiple 
pregnancy. 

2.  ?  Multiple  pregnancy. 

3.  No  foetal  heart  sounds  heard. 
Uterus  much  larger  than 
dates  suggest.  No  presenting 
part  felt. 


Simple  foetos.  Vertex.  No  abnormalities 
seen. 


Twins,  both  breech.  No  abnormalities  seen. 

1st  X-Ray — Marked  foetal  abnormality  with 
hydramnias.  Apparently  ancncephalic 
monster,  head  irregular,  small  bone  mass, 
with  also  complete  malformation  of  spine. 

2nd  X-Ray — The  lie  is  now  longitudinal,  with 
“  head  ”  the  lowermost  part. 


4.  ?  Extended  breech. 

5.  Plead  high.  ?  Extended. 


6.  ?  Fibroids  -j-  Pregnancy. 

Position  difficult  to  diagnose. 


Single  foetus,  breech  with  ext  nded  legs.  No 
foetal  or  maternal  abnormalities  seen. 

Full-time  single  foetus.  R.O.P.  Head  rather 
high,  but  no  gross  disproportion  at  present 
if  delivery  not  delayed. 

Single  foetus.  Vertex  presentation.  L.O.A. 
full-time.  No  abnormalities  seen. 


7.  L.O.A.  High.  ?  any  gross 
deformity. 


No  gross  pelvic  deformity.  Measurements  a 
little  on  the  small  side.  Position  at  present 
L.O.A.  well  above  pelvic  brim. 


8.  Vertex,  high.  ?  Twins. 

9.  ?  Breech. 


Single  foetus.  Vertex.  No  abnormalities  seen. 

1st  X-Ray — Malpresentation.  The  lie  is 

oblique  with  the  head  in  the  left  abdomen 
above  the  iliac  fossa.  No  abnormality  seen 
in  maternal  or  foetal  bony  parts. 


Lie  still  transverse. 
X-Ray  again. 


Please 


2nd  X-Ray — Spontaneous  version  has  occurred 
and  the  presentation  is  now  a  vertex.  Head 
is  not  yet  fixed.  There  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  pelvic  contraction.  It  is  certainly  a 
large  baby  and  is  full-time  now. _ 


ANTE -NATAL  CASES  REFERRED  TO  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 


Nature  of  suspected 
abnormality. 

Evidence  of 
Investigation. 

Final  disposal  of 
case. 

1.  Varicose  veins  -j-  -j-, 
both  legs.  Should  go 
to  hospital  for  treat¬ 
ment  and  advice. 

Varicose  veins  treated  by 
injections.  Asked  to 
attend  hospital  again 
for  further  treatment. 

Phlebitis  followed  injections. 
In  bed  for  five  weeks, 
treated  by  own  doctor. 
Delivery  at  home  (per 
vias  naturales).  Living- 

child. 

2.  Phlebitis,  2  varicose 
veins.  84  months 

pregnant.  Should  be 
admitted  to  hospital 
stalim. 

Attended  hospital.  Con¬ 
dition  appeared  im¬ 
proved  since  seen  by 
Consultant.  Mother  did 
not  want  to  be  in¬ 
patient  of  hospital, 
able  to  have  maximum 
amount  of  rest  in  own 
home.  Condition  now 
localised  and  instruc¬ 
tions  given  as  to 
further  treatment. 

Delivered  (via  naturales)  at 
home.  Living  child. 

(Phlebitis  responded  to 
rest  and  treatment). 

Ul 
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ANTE -NATAL  CASES  REFERRED  TO  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL 


3, 


4. 


Nature  of  suspected 
abnormality. 


Post-natal.  C/o 

vaginal  discharge  and 
pain.  O.E.  Perineum 
has  been  stitched  too 
tightly.  ?  ?  cause  of 
Trichonoma  Vagina¬ 
lis.  I  think  this  con- 
tion  needs  competent 
gynsecological 
treatment. 


Pregnancy  20  weeks. 
Plistory  of  toxaemia 
-f-C'easarean  section 
with  each  of  previous 
pregnancies  (two). 
Contracted  pelvic 
outlet.  Blood  pressure 
now  high.  I  would 
recommend  classical 
Ceasarean  section 
and  sterilization  at 
term.  Blood  pres¬ 
sure  to  be  tested 
weekly. 


(continued) 


Final  disposal  of 
case. 


Evidence  of 
Investigation. 


Report  of  Hospital 

Surgeon : 

“  As  this  patient  is  not 
anxious  to  have  surgical 
treatment  I  have  made 
arrangements  for  her 
to  be  provided  with  a 
set  of  vaginal  dilators 
in  the  first  instance : 
the  condition  will  be 
reviewed  in  due  course. 
Treatment  given  for 
vaginal  discharge.” 

Arrangements  made  for 
admission  to  hospital 
at  term.  At  seventh 
month  a  heavy  cloud  of 
albumen  was  present 
-j-  oedema  hands,  face 
and  feet;  dimness  of 
vision  with  raised 
blood-pressure.  Hcs- 
pital  notified,  admitted 
statim. 


Condition  improving.  Still 
attending  out-patients’  de¬ 
partment  of  hospital. 


Ceasarean  section,  plus 
sterilization.  Stillborn 

macerated  foetus.  Mother 
made  good  recovery. 


Obstetric  history 
poor.  X-Ray  shows 
anencephalic  monster 
associated  with  hy- 
dramnias.  Should  be 
admitted  to  hospital 
for  rupture  of  mem¬ 
branes,  after  further 
X-Ray  to  see  if  it  is 
a  longitudinal  lie. 

6.  Obstetric  history. 

First  child  died  after 
two  days.  ?  con¬ 
vulsions.  Advise 

blood  test  for  R.R. 
factor. 

7.  Bad  obstetric  history. 
“  Looks  a  poor 
specimen.”  Would 
like  Dr.  G.  F. 
Walker’s  opinion  on 
general  condition. 

8.  Breathlessness  and 
palpitation.  O.E. 
Heart,  extra  systolic. 
Should  see  physician. 
Really  needs  rest 
+  +. 


Hydramnias  and  anen¬ 
cephalic  foetus. 


Heamatologist  report?  • 

“  Blood  group  O.  R.L. 
factor  4-.  No  abnormal 
anti-body  found  in 
serum.” 

There  is  considerable 
bronchitis  and  poor 

physique.  X-Ray  shows 
“  nothing  abnormal.” 


There  is  no  organic 
disease,  but  patient 
needs  rather  more  rest 
than  ordinary  by  reason 
of  her  physique.  X- 
Ray  report  “  there  is 
lesion  visible  in  chest.” 


Admitted  to  hospital. 
Surgical  induction.  De¬ 
livered  of  stillborn  anen¬ 
cephalic  foetus. 


Delivered  in  St.  John’s 
Hospital  (via  naturales), 
living  child. 


Delivered  in  own  home  (via 
naturales).  Child  survived 
5  months. 


Delivered  in  St.  John’s 
Hospital  (via  naturales), 
living  child. 
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CASES  REFERRED  FOR  T.B.  AND  V.D.  INVESTIGATIONS 


TjB. 

V.D. 

1.  Dull  note  at  Right  Apex.  Sputum 

1. 

Negative. 

negative.  No  evidence  of  pulmonary 

2. 

Negative. 

T.B.  confirmed  by  X-Ray. 

3. 

Negative. 

4. 

Negative. 

5. 

Negative. 

6. 

Negative. 

7. 

Negative. 

8. 

Trichonoma  Vaginalis. 

9. 

Congenital  Syphilitic. 

10. 

Negative. 
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DAY  NURSERY  SERVICE 

The  three  Day  Nurseries  were  continually  open  during  the  year  1945. 

The  attendances  for  the  year  have  been  satisfactory.  The  average  attendances 
for  each  month  are  shown  below  :  — 


No.  1  No.  2  No,  3 


Month. 

Under  2. 

Over  2. 

Under  2. 

Over  2. 

Under  2. 

Over  2. 

January 

.  3 

10 

5 

11 

5 

14 

February 

.  1 

12 

3 

10 

4 

11 

March 

.  2 

12 

7 

13 

8 

18 

April 

.  2 

12 

5 

14 

8 

20 

May 

.  4 

15 

6 

14 

8 

22 

June 

.  4 

14 

5 

13 

.  10 

42 

July 

.  7 

14 

6 

11 

8 

21 

August 

.  7 

10 

6 

9 

7 

19 

September 

.  9 

8 

8 

7 

8 

16 

October 

.  8 

8 

5 

10 

9 

15 

November 

.  8 

6 

6 

10 

9 

20 

December 

.  7 

4 

.  11 

8 

6 

20 

Employment  of  women,  pending  demobilisation,  was  as  close  as  ever,  except 
for  a  certain  declension. 

Mothers  continued  to  take  advantage  of  the  immunisation  against 
Diphtheria,  and  practically  100'%  of  the  children  attending  the  nurseries,  who 
were  old  enough,  had  been  immunised. 

The  staffing  position,  in  contrast  to  other  institutional  spheres,  remained 
satisfactory. 

In  December  1945,  joint  circular  221/45  (Ministry  of  Health),  and  *75 
(Ministry  of  Education),  was  received.  This  circular  gave  details  of  new 
arrangements,  and  stated  that  from  a  certain  date,  (in  1946),  the  Government 
would  not  be  responsible  for  nurseries,  and  that  it  would  be  left  to  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  decide  basis  of  future  users. 
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Vitamin  Supplements  (Fruit  Juices,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  etc.) — Expectant 

Mothers  and  Infant  Dietary. 

These  accessory  food  factors  are  available  at  the  two  Infant  Welfare 
Centres  :  — 

(a)  At  the  Central  Centre,  Town  Hall — thrice  weekly. 

(b)  At  Mountsteven  Avenue,  Walton — twice  weekly. 


The  distribution  from  the  Central  Centre,  Town  Hall,  and  the  Fitzwilliam 
Clinic,  Mountsteven  Avenue,  Walton,  proved  to  be  as  follows  for  1945  :  — 


Centre. 

Orange  Juice. 

Cod  Liver  Oil. 

Capsules. 

Central  Centre 

2340 

376 

16 

(1944)  do. 

3062 

470 

19 

Fitzwilliam  Clinic 

2437 

341 

59 

Home  Helps. 

The  City  Council,  through  Infant  Welfare  Committee,  adopted  a  scheme  for 
home  help  on  principle  following  the  appearance  of  the  first  Ministry  Circular 
on  the  subject. 

There  were  some  “  nibbles  ”  from  prospective  recruits,  but  none  clinched  for 
the  service  until  one  likely  looking  candidate  submitted  an  application  in 
September,  1945. 

When  the  assessment  of  her  credentials  were  completed  it  was  not  as  home 
help  in  maternity  cases  that  she  would  (of  her  choosing)  be  employed,  but  as 
domestic  help  to  a  chronic  invalid  permissible  under  the  Ministry  of  Health’s 
later  pronouncement  in  the  home-help — domestic-help  axis.  This  particularly 
suitable  candidate  remained  at  the  end  of  the  year  where  she  was  allotted  in 
October. 

Certain  it  is  there  is  no  rush  for  jobs  in  this  service.  Suggestions  concerning 
a  future  drive  for  recruitment  can  be  expected. 

The  general  trend  amongst  womankind  is  to  shear  away  from  domestic  work, 
as  such,  at  any  rate  on  a  Local  Authority  contract  basis.  Any  who  might 
“  take  on  ’  are  nauseated  beyond  compare  in  having  contracts  made  for  them 
during  the  wretched  directional  days  of  the  war. 

I  fully  agree  with  a  colleague’s  opinion  on  this  subject  thus  expressed  :  — 
“  dislike  of  domestic  work  among  women  .  .  .  has  its  roots  deeply  in  the  social 
and  educational  conditions  of  the  present  day.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this 
dislike  can  be  overcome  by  any  elaboration  of  schemes  by  local  authority.” 
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FOOD. 

Milk.  Safety  Margins. 

The  two  divisions  classifying  milk  supplies  to  households  styled  ( a )  raw  and 
(b)  heat-treated  having  come  into  possession  can  now  be  stated  without  breach 
of  Defence  Regulations. 


A.  Safe  (Heat-treated)  Milk  is  supplied  daily  to  :  — 


Adults. 

Adolscents. 

6  18 

Children, 
to  5 

Per  cent 

°f 

Population. 

27,855 

7,848 

2,912 

80 % 

B .  Raw  or 

Accredited 

Milk 

7,148 

1,817 

948 

20% 

Defence  Regulation  55G — Restriction  in  Sale  of  Milk  in  certain  areas  :  — 

Regulation  55G  provides  that  in  specified  areas  in  addition  to  certain  types  of 
specially  designated  milk,  only  milk  which  has  been  heat-treated  shall  be  sold  in 
such  areas,  and  a  later  order  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  prescribes  tests  of  such 
milk. 

During  the  year  preliminary  steps  only  having  in  view  the  specification  of 
Peterborough  as  an  area  were  taken  and  I  attended  a  meeting,  Ministry  of 
Agricultural  representatives  being  also  present,  of  the  Local  Dairymen’s 
Association,  at  which  was  discussed  the  likely  effect  if  and  when  the  Regulation 
came  into  force.  The  meeting,  by  a  majority,  decided  to  welcome  the  coming 
in  of  the  Regulation,  but  its  appearance  is  stayed. 

In  relation  to  A  above — 

We  are  asked  to  send  in  a  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  at  Thames  Ditton 
of  the  results  of  the  methylene  blue  and  phosphatase  test  on  all  heat-treated 
milks  in  the  area. 

There  are  two  suppliers  (one  holding  a  Pasteuriser’s  Licence),  who  between 
them  are  the  largest  individual  purveyors  in  the  City. 

All  samples  taken  during  1945  came  up  to  required  standards,  viz  :  — 

(a)  passing  the  methylene  blue  test  exonerating  them  from  contamination 
subsequent  to  heat-treatment. 

(b)  the  phosphatase  test  proclaiming  adequacy  of  heat-treatment. 
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SPECIALLY  DESIGNATED  MILK 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION 


Class  of  Milk 

Satisfactory  In 

Unsatisfactory  In 

Specially 

No.  of 

Bacterial 

Phosphatase 

Bacterial 

Phosphatase 

Designated. 

Samples. 

Count. 

Test. 

Count. 

T  est. 

Pasteurised 

.  29 

29 

29 

— • 

— 

H.T.S.T. 

.  11 

11 

11 

_ 

_ 

ct; 


MILK  TAKEN  FOR 

SPECIAL  PURPOSES 

Class  of  Milk  No.  of 

Samples. 

Satisfactory  In  Unsatisfactory  In 

Bacterial  Phosphatase  Bacterial  Phosphatase 

Count.  Test.  Count.  Test. 

Milk  in  process 
of  pasteurisation  9 

9 

9  — 

-  Included  in  above  —  — 

_  __  -» 

Milk  in  course  of 
delivery  to  Schools. 

Pasteurised  .  1 1 

^ —  _ 

11 

11  — 

-  Included  in  above  —  — 

_  “L_ 
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Food  Preparations  and  Standards. 

Unencumbered  by  the  necessity  from  security  considerations,  reference  can  be 
made  to  nefarious  traders  foisting  on  the  public  supplies  worthless  as  foodstuffs 
during  the  periods  of  war-time  shortages.  The  particular  articles  which  were  the 
subject  of  these  unscrupulous  practices  had  to  do  with  (1)  milk  and  egg  substitutes, 
(2)  fruit  juice  substitutes,  (3)  saccharin,  (4)  onion  extract,  packages  purporting 
to  have  the  nutritive  value  such  as  “  every  ounce  equals  5  eggs;”  “  contains  the 
equivalent  in  use  to  12  eggs”;  “acknowledged  the  best  substitute  for  eggs.” 
These  are  examples,  found  amongst  the  solids,  of  egg  substitutes.  The 
substitutes,  however,  do  not  cease  at  solids.  They  are  also  found  in  liquid  form, 
as  indicated  below  : —  Liquid  egg  substitute  which,  on  analysis  contains  l-J-% 
baking  soda,  2-J%  of  gummy  material,  with  a  small  amount  of  yellow  colouring 
matter,  and  not  less  than  96%  of  water,  the  instruction  being  to  use  one  good 
teaspoonful  in  substitution  for  one  egg.  Such  fraudulent  substitutes  were  not 
cheap.  The  cost  of  this  egg  substitute  for  a  gallon  was  about  2s.,  whereas  the 
retail  price  for  a  4  oz.  jar  was  Is.  2d. 

The  sale  of  milk  substitutes  carried  with  it  even  greater  risk  of  adversely 
affecting  the  nutrition  of  the  people.  Powders  consisted  of  a  basis  of  wheat 
flour  with  varying  and  often  considerable  amounts  of  salt  and  small  quantities 
of  malted  flour,  soya  flour,  lactose  or  whey  powder.  Of  course,  such  a  concoction 
was  no  substitute  for  milk  at  all,  and  might,  in  fact,  be  deleterious. 

These  bogus  articles  were  on  sale,  to  the  public  for  a  considerable  time  until  at 
last  prohibited  (a  matter  of  several  months)  by  the  Food  Substitutes  (Control) 
Order.  It  appeared  rather  extraordinary  that  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938, 
so  recently  on  the  statute  book  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  was  of  no  avail 
against  the  combined  forces  of  the  manufacturers  of  these  objectionable  products. 
It  took  Defence  Regulations  to  be  invoked  to  start  a  body  of  policy  in  laying 
down  food  standards,  the  first  one  which  may  be  cited  as  the  Food  Substitutes 
(General  Provisions)  Order,  1944,  dated  14th  June,  1944.  This  had  an 
amending  order  of  the  1st  June,  1944,  in  which  it  embodied  a  standard  for 
certain  and  minor  articles  during  that  year.  The  general  trend  purported  to  be 
reinforced  by  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order,  which  was  supposed  to  come  into 
force  on  the  1st  January,  1945,  but  by  a  later  Order  issued  about  the  time  the 
first  one  was  due  to  come  into  force,  postponed  its  effect  until  1st  November, 
1945,  for  retail  purposes.  This  Order  stands  now  as  the  effective  Order  for  the 
country  and  its  effect  is  to  lay  down  regulations  with  regard  to  the  labelling  and 
declaration  of  statements  on  the  wrappers  of  foods.  It  requires  a  statement  of 
the  ingredients  to  be  placed  on  the  wrapper  unless  exempted  by  schedules  in  the 
Order.  There  are,  however,  many  articles  contained  in  the  schedules  and  the 
tables  subsidiary  to  the  schedules,  the  ingredients  of  which  need  not  be  specified. 
There  are  two  types  of  exemption  : — (1)  partial  and  (2)  total.  Examples  of  these 
are  : — National  flour,  sugar,  yeast,  cheese,  unfermented  apple  juice,  soft  drinks, 
spices  in  certain  conditions,  biscuits,  curry  powders,  ice  cream,  pickles  and  sauces 
other  than  two  exceptions,  standard  saccharin  tablets,  sweetening  tablets,  flour 
confectionery,  sugar  confectionery,  chocolate  confectionery,  combined  cooking 
fats,  margarine  (not  including  vegetarian  butter),  with  another  tablet,  the 
ingredients  of  which  need  not  be  specified,  but  certain  conditions  are  imposed  on 
Christmas  puddings,  fish  cakes,  etc. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  no  standard  for  intoxicating  liquor  and  soft 
drinks,  so  that  the  alcoholic  drinker  is  in  no  better  case  than  the  non-alcoholic 

drinker. 
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The  suggested  code  of  practice  is  unsuitable  to  be  brought  in,  this  applying  to 
the  vitamin  and  mineral  content,  a  code  of  which  is  the  result  of  consultation 
between  the  Ministry  of  Food  with  the  Medical  Research  Council. 

A  great  deal  of  misleading  statements  have  been  promulgated  to  the  public 
over  these  vitamins  and  this  code  is  an  endeavour  to  regularise  the  position  and 
prevent  and  obviate  the  misleading  nature  of  statements  which  have  hitherto 
appeared  under  the  Labelling  of  Food  (No.  2)  Order,  1944.  The  disclosure  of 
the  quantity  of  vitamins  and  minerals  is  obligatory. 

A  considerable  flush  of  orders  were  made  during  1945,  relating  to  certain 
articles,  i.e.  liquid  coffee  essence,  dried  egg  control  of  use,  salad  cream  and 
mayonnaise  and  chocolate  flavoured  flour  mixtures. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water. 

The  water  undertaking  constituting  the  source  of  the  piped  supply  for 
Peterborough  and  District  belongs  to  the  Peterborough  Corporation. 

The  sources  of  supply  consist  of  batteries  of  artesian  wells  at  two  distinct 
places  about  5  miles  apart  from  one  another,  in  the  same  general  compass  point 
from  the  City,  the  farther  away  being  about  12  miles  from  the  City  centre  in 
Lincolnshire  (Kesteven  Division),  the  nearer  at  Etton  in  the  Peterborough  Rural 
District,  some  5-J  miles  from  the  City  centre. 

Now  that  the  secrecy  of  the  war  no  longer  holds,  it  can  be  revealed  that 
modern  Diesel  raising  plant  consisting  of  3  oil  fuelled  engines  (only  one  being 
in  commission  at  any  given  time)  have  been  installed  and  that  the  installation  was 
completed  in  1940  assigning  to  the  water  undertakers  an  unassailable  position 
assuring  steady  work  by  the  most  up-to-date  economically  working  plant. 

Each  station  has  5  boreholes  each  sunk  to  a  depth  of  120  feet,  and  when  the 
pump  is  operating  there  is  a  delivery  of  water  of  the  order  of  130,000  gallons  an 
hour  directly  into  the  mains  for  distribution  throughout  the  supply  area. 


A  chlorinating  outfit  finds  a  place  on  the  distribution  side  at  both  stations  : 
intensity  of  chlorination  : —  1  part  in  every  million  of  water. 

A  public  health  officer  is,  however,  almost  entirely  concerned  with  two  things 
concerning  water,  viz  :  — 

first  and  foremost — purity. 

secondarily,  though  paramountly  important — sufficiency. 

How  does  the  water  supplied  to  Peterborough  stand  in  these  relations? 


Below  is  set  out  a  chemical  analysis,  representative  of  any  given  monthly 
test  throughout  any  year  (in  this  case  1945).  A  representative  bacteriological 
is  also  set  out.  This  latter  is  of  significance  as  containing  a  pointer  to  any 
contaminating  factor  at  source— if  the  numbers  of  B.  coli  augment  at  one  test 
compared  with  a  previous  there  is  something  wrong  which  demands  attention  of 
Water  Engineer,  and  Medical  Officer  has  to  evince  interest. 


As  was  shown  at  Croydon  in  1937,  if  the  water  supply  starts  an  epidemic  it 
is  the  M.O.H.  upon  whom  the  burden  falls  and  also  any  blame,  though  he  is 
likely,  as  in  that  cause  celebre ,  to  be  the  victim  of  the  trouble  and  not  directly 
responsible  for  the  genesis  of  it. 


Ever  since  then,  the  Water  Engineer  refers  the  cases  of  any  new  employee(s) 
on  or  about  the  undertaking,  or  at  branch  pipe  level  to  house  supplies,  to  the 
M.O  PE  for  “  vetting  ”  and  investigation  to  ensure  that  he  is  not  a  carrier  of  any 
Typhoid  or  Dysentery  germs. 


There  is  a  proviso  in  the  appropriate  regulations  for  the  protection  of 
water  supplies  by  the  medical  examination  of  new  personnel  whose  state  as 
regards  previous  medical  history  and  possigle  carrierdom  has  not  been  determined. 
According  to  records,  no  transactions  under  this  heading  were  taken  during 

1945. 
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Analysis  of  a  Sample  of  Raw  Water  Taken  BEFORE  Chlorination. 


The  chemical  findings  are  as  follows  :  — 

Total  Solids  .  .  .  .  .  40.00 

Nitrites  .  .  .  .  .  .  Absent 

Nitrates  .  .  .  .  .  .  0.00 

Free  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  .  .0024 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  .  .  .  .  0.00 

Oxygen  Absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  27°C .  .  0.030 

Hardness  :  Total  .  .  .  .  28.0 

Temporary  .  .  .  22.5 

Permanent  .  .  .  5.5 

Chlorides  .  .  .  .  .  .  2.3 

Metals  .  .  .  .  .  .  Trends  of  Iron 

Bacteriological  Results  :  — 

1  day  at  37 °C  2  days  at  37 °C  3  days  at  20 °C 

No.  of  “  Bacteria  ”  growing  0  0  30 

B.  coli.  absent  in  100  c.c.’s 

Cl.  welshii  Reaction  absent  in  100  c.c.’s 

No  titre  indicated. 


This  sample  has  faint  opalescence  and  a  very  slight  deposit  due  to  the  presence 
of  a  trace  of  iron,  but  is  not  unduly  turbid.  The  wTater  is  neutral  in  reaction, 
hard  in  character  but  not  to  an  abnormal  degree,  contains  no  excess  of  salinity 
or  mineral  constituent  in  solution  and  is  of  a  high  standard  of  organic  and 
bacterial  purity. 

These  results  are  consistent  with  a  pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for 
public  supply  purposes. 

Analysis  of  a  Sample  of  Water  Taken  AFTER  Chlorination. 

The  following  report  is  by  another  analyst  :  — 

The  figures  are  virtually  the  same  as  above,  excepting  Free  Chlorine  0.045 


parts  per  million. 

Bacteriological  Results  :  — 

No  B.  coli.  or  other  organism  detected  in  any  titre. 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 
at  21  °C.  in  72  hrs .  .  .  4 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 

at  37°C.  in  24  hrs .  .  .  2 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on  agar 

at  37°C  in  48  hrs .  .  .  4 


This  analyst  comments — This  water  is  of  satisfactory  bacterial  and  chemical 
quality  for  public  supply. 
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Swimming  Baths  and  Pools  —  Public  Owned. 

The  open  air  Swimming  Pool,  of  the  most  up-to-date  type  in  every  respect, 
was  opened  for  the  public  in  Peterborough  in  1936  on  a  site  in  Bishop’s  Road 
clear  of  all  buildings  and  free  to  sunshine  on  all  sides. 

The  Pool  and  surrounding  gardens  covers  approximately  2  acres,  the  main 
pool  being  55  yards  long  and  60  feet  wide,  complete  with  dressing  boxes 
in  the  surrounds,  with  relative  lavatory  accommodation.  Provision  is 
made  for  children  separately  from  the  main  pool  and  the  schools  under  the 
Joint  Education  Board  have  rota  of  scholars  for  instruction  in  swimming  by 
arrangement  with  the  Baths  Committee. 

From  a  Public  Health  point  of  view  the  purity  of  the  water  is  maintained  by 
a  turnover  of  whole  contents  of  both  pools  (approximately  388,000  gallons)  every 
6  hours,  and  the  water  is  rendered  sterile  after  filtration  by  means  of  a  Chlorine 
Ammoniator  plant. 

The  normal  season  runs  to  about  18  weeks,  the  attendance  running  into  a 
figure  of  some  thousands,  depending  on  the  type  of  summer. 

The  chlorination  of  the  water  in  the  safeguarding  of  persons  using  the 
Pool  is  the  main  feature  with  which  we,  as  Public  Health  Officers,  are  concerned 
from  the  Public  Health  standpoint. 

There  are  still  people  who  prefer  to  maintain  their  previous  custom  of  bathing 
in  the  river.  This  is  their  concern  and  no  public  responsibility  is  taken  ion 
these  individualistic  efforts. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATHS  IN  PETERBOROUGH  M.B.  1945 


Causes  of  Death  Total  Deaths 


Civilians  only — All  Causes1  .  .  .  .  .  .  554 


Typhoid  and  para-typhoid  fever  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Scarlet  fever  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Whooping  cough  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Diphtheria  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  .  .  .  .  .  16 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

Syphilis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Influenza  .  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Measles  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Polio-myel  and  polio-encephalitis  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Acute  inf.  encephalitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  — 

Cancer,  all  forms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  81 

Diabetes  .  .  .  . -  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Intra  crane  vase.  :  lesions  .  .  .  .  .  .  72 

Heart  disease  .  .  .  .  .  .  *  .  .  129 

Other  d  iseases  of  circ.  system  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 1 

Bronchitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

Pneumonia  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Other  respiratory  diseases 
Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum  . 

Diarrhoea  (under  two  years)  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Appendicitis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Other  digestive  diseases  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  13 

Nephritis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  21 

Maternal  Mortality  : — (a)  Sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  1 

(b)  Non-sepsis  .  .  .  .  .  1 

Premature  birth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Other  neo-natal  mortality  .  .  .  10 

Suicide  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Road  traffic  accidents  .  0 

Other  violent  causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

All  other  causes  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  04 


TUBERCULOSIS  —  New  Cases  during  1945. 
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(ii)  Prominent  feature  is  the  preponderence  of  cases  in  middle  and  later  years  of  life. 

(iii  )  The  excess  of  pulmonary  cases  in  the  35—45  group. 

(iv)  Two  of  the  pulmonary  cases  died  within  a  fortnight  of  being  notified. 

(v)  One  pulmonary  case  died  within  48  hours  of  notification. 

(vi)  Two  deaths  certified  on  death  certificate  as  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  never  notified  at  all 


36 


SECTION  D.  HOUSING  STATISTICS 

Number  of  Houses  under  construction  by  the  No  cal  Authority  during 


the  year,  1945  :• — - 

i.  Permanent  Houses  .  .  52 

ii.  Temporary  Bungalows  . (  16  occupied 


(  140  under  construction 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  (1945). 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  655 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  770 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Con¬ 
solidated)  Regulations,  1925  .  .  .  29 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  .  87 


(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  — - 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  he  in  all  respects1  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  .  .  .  .  247 

II. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  con¬ 
sequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Nocal  Authority  or  their 
officers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  231 


III. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  29 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  to  be  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notices : — 

(a)  by  Owners  .  .  .  .  .  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .  27 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

o 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  by  owners 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pur¬ 

suance  of  Demolition  Orders  (including  Orders 
made  in  Previous  Years)  .  . 


CITY  OF  PETERBOROUGH 


II. 

ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


For  the  year  1945 


(J.  L.  SEDEN,  M.S.I.A.,  Cert.  R.  San.  I,) 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report 

1945 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 

Town  H  ALL, 

Peterborough. 

1946. 


To  The  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  Aldermen 
and  Councillors  of  the  City  of  Peterborough. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  my  Report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the 
Department  for  the  year  1945,  this  being  my  thirty-fifth  Annual  Report. 

With  a  view  to  brevity  the  Report  is  primarily  statistical. 

Although  hostilities  ceased  during  the  year  under  review,  it  is  yet  too  early  for 
any  noticeable  return  to  pre-War  normal  departmental  activities  to  be  evident. 
Another  year  has  been  added  to  the  unavoidable  neglect  of  property  repairs 
generally,  to  which  I  have  referred  during  War  year  reports.  Labour  has  been, 
and  still  is,  in  very  short  supply;  materials  are  difficult  to  obtain  and  to  this 
must  be  added  the  limitation  of  expenditure  if  permits  are  not  obtained  for 
carrying  out  essential  work.  What  essential  repairs  have  been  done  have  been 
a  very  long  time  in  receiving  attention  necessitating  many  re-visits.  Formal 
complaints  have  been  considerable,  and  this  is  usually  the  case  when  such 
difficulties  obtain  as  those  to  which  I  have  referred. 


The  work  of  Meat  &  Food  inspection  (details  of  which  will  be  found  under 
the  appropriate  headings),  has  again  taken  up  a  considerable  amount  of  time, 
while,  by  reference  to  the  section  “  Other  Foods,”  it  will  be  noted  the  large 
amount  of  foodstuff  that  comes  under  your  officers’  supervision  and  which  has 


been  subject  to  condemnation  and  certificates.  Without  a  certificate,  Provision 


are  unable  to  get  cash  or  “  points  ”  rebate  or 


to 


Dealers,  Food  Depots,  etc,, 
destroy  any  food-stuff.  All  this  work  is  assistance  rendered  by  you  through 
your  officers  to  the  Ministry  of  Food.  It  is  not  done  under  the  provisions  of  the 
Food  &  Drugs  Act — an  Act  which  is  under  your  administrative  control. 


The  Sanitary  Conveniences  of  the  Theatres,  Cinemas  and  Licensed  Places  of 
entertainment  were  inspected  under  the  provisions  of  Circular  120  and  I  was 
able  to  report  favourably  thereon  to  the  Licensing  Justice. 


Mr.  Kenyon,  who  was  appointed  Second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  in 
1944,  left  after  approximately  six  months’  service  on  April  17th  of  the  year 
under  review.  In  spite  of  four  series  of  advertisements  covering  a  period  of 
five  months  no  suitable  application  was  received.  A  further  advertisement  was 
issued  in  the  Spring  of  1946,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  (April)  no  appointment 
has  yet  been  made. 
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The  absence  of  a  Second  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  since  April  has  curtailed 
considerably  the  routine  work  of  the  Department — priority  matters,  complaints 
and  the  like  being  almost  exclusively  those  to  which  attention  was  possible. 

Mr.  Hall  (Senior  Additional  Inspector)  and  Mr.  Venters  (Assistant  Sanitary 
Inspector)  have  wholeheartedly  done  their  best  during'  these  difficult  months  and 
have  carried  out  their  duties  with  marked  efficiency.  Miss  Parker  (Shorthand 
Typist),  has  also  carried  out  her  work  with  commendable  thoroughness.  Mr. 
Allan  Morton  (Clerk  &  General  Assistant),  who  was  a  member  of  the  Territorial 
Force  and  mobilised  at  the  outbreak  of  War,  returned  to  the  Office  on  the  1st 
January,  1946.  After  serving  two  years  in  England  he  was  sent  to  the  Far 
East,  was  captured,  and  for  three  years  seven  months  was  a  Prisoner-of-War  in 
Japanese  hands,  suffering  considerable  hardships  during  this  period ;  hence  his 
safe  return  was  all  the  more  welcomed. 

INSPECTIONS,  COMPLAINTS,  NOTICES 

Inspections,  2,372.  Re-visits,  475.  Complaints  (Formal)  203.  Action  was 
taken  in  167  cases.  45  Informal  Notices  were  served  under  the  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts  and  32  Statutory  Notices.  The  bulk  of  matters  requiring 
attention  was  however  dealt  with  following  personal  interviews  with  Owners 
or  Agents. 

NUISANCES  ABATED  ~  AND  SANITARY  DEFECTS 

REMEDIED 

Total  559— covering  similar  matters  referred  to  in  pre-War  printed  Reports. 

HOUSE  INSPECTION 

655  Houses  were  inspected  and  a  total  of  770  visits  were  made  for  this  purpose. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

72  visits  of  enquiry  were  made  and  25  re-visits. 

DISINFECTION 

The  number  of  rooms  disinfected  is  as  follows  :  — 

Infectious  Disease .  .  .  .  .  .  68 

Phthisis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  27 

For  Non-notifiable  Diseases  : —  , 

Rooms  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  8 

Wards  and  Annexes  .  ......  .  .  .  5 

Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Bedding  was  removed  to  the  Isolation  Flospital  to  be  disinfected  from  :  — 

65  Houses  (after  Infectious  Disease)  .  473  articles 

6  Houses  (after  Non-notifiable  Diseases)  .  66  articles 

7  Houses  (after  Phthisis)  .  43  articles 


582  articles 
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64  articles  of  bedding  were  removed  on  request  from  various  houses  in  the 
City  for  disinfection,  for  which  payment  has  been  made. 


Following  is  a  list  of  all  the  articles  removed  and  disinfected  :  — 


Infectious 

Disease. 

T.B. 

Non- 

notifiable. 

A  r  tides 
charged  for. 

T  otal. 

Beds  . 

...  33 

o 

0 

10 

4 

50 

Blankets  . 

...  138 

9 

33 

23 

203 

Bolsters  . 

..  26 

3 

1 

5 

33 

Pillows  . 

..  106 

12 

10 

7 

135 

Counterpanes 

7 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Mattresses  . 

...  32 

7 

2 

8 

49 

Carpets  . 

2 

— 

- — 

10 

12 

Clothing  . 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Miscellaneous 

....  128 

9 

10 

7 

154 

Total  . 

...  473 

43 

66 

64 

646 

ERADICATION  OF  THE  BED  BUG 

16  Private  houses,  5  Council  houses  and  one  requisitioned  house  have  been 
disinfested  by  an  approved  gaseous  or  liquid  agent.  11  houses  were  treated  by 
the  Owners'  tradesmen,  2  by  the  tenant  and  8  by  the  Council’s  Estates  Depart¬ 
ment  for  which  payment  was  made  in  three  cases. 


FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

Number  on  Register — 39,  6  of  which  are  temporarily  closed.  Visits  paid — 6„ 
Work  done  :  — 

Limewashing  on  request — 2. 

New  Cooking  Range  fixed— 1. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

Number  on  Register — 5.  Number  of  visits  paid — 65.  15  verbal  cautions 

were  given  respecting  various  defaults. 

Work  done  :  — 

Disinfestation  of  several  rooms  was  carried  out  at  one  house. 

Limewashing  on  request — 2. 

Sanitary  defects  remedied — 4. 

Rooms  repaired — 1. 

Rooms  reconstructed — 1 . 
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BAKEHOUSES 

41  Bakehouses  are  on  the  Register.  20  visits  were  paid. 

Work  done  :  — 

Limewashing  on  request — 7. 

Repairs  to  ceiling — 1. 

Reconstructions — 2. 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  Government  Slaughtering  and  Meat  Distribution  Scheme  remains 
practically  the  same  as  at  its  inception  in  January  1940.  There  are  two 
Abattoirs  for  general  use  and  one  other  for  killing  Bacon  pigs.  The  slaughtering, 
which  is  concentrated  in  the  City,  covers  not  only  the  City  area,  but  that  of 
several  adjoining  Local  Authorities.  All  carcases  and  offal,  after  slaughter,  are 
the  property  of  the  Crown  until  disposed  of  to  the  Wholesale — Midland — Meat 
Supply  Association  Ltd.  They  then  dispose  of  it  to  Retail  Buying  Committees 
who  act  for  a  particular  Group  of  Retail  Meat  Traders,  the  purchase  being 
according  to  each  trader’s  weekly  buying  permit. 

As  in  former  years  a  large  number  of  casualty  or  unthrifty  animals  and  Market 
Rejects  have  been  sent  in  for  slaughter.  These  call  for  very  careful  examination 
and  this  class  of  animal  raises  considerably  the  number  of  condemnations,  as  will 
be  seen  by  the  details  that  follow.  Animals  of  this  description  were  not  seen 
in  the  local  slaughter-houses  pre-War  with  private  slaughtering.  These  casualty 
animals  are  the  owners’  responsibilitv  until  passed  fit  for  food  and  accepted  by  the 
W.M.S.A. 

Swine  Fever  was  suspected  on  12  occasions  and  subsequently  confirmed.  The 
Inspector  under  the  Diseases  of  Animal  Acts  was  promptly  notified  and  appro¬ 
priate  action  was  taken  forthwith  by  him.  Also  a  large  number  of  Swine  Fever 
contacts  have  come  in  for  slaughter  from  time  to  time. 

The  Area  Technical  Adviser  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  pays  infrequent  visits 
and  I  am  happy  to  record  that  satisfaction  has  always  been  expressed  with  the 
work  done.  Also  I  am  able  to  record  with  pleasure  the  harmonious  relation¬ 
ships  that  exists  between  the  Government  Agents  in  charge  of  the  Abattoirs  and 
your  Officers.  This  makes  for  the  smooth  working  of  a  very  important  and  some¬ 
times  exacting  task. 

The  total  number  of  Animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was  Beasts 
(including  Cows)  4,081  ;  Sheep  9,767;  Calves  1,096;  Pigs  5,647. 

321  Condemnation  Notes  covering  3,601  individual  condemnations  have  been 
issued. 

Following  are  particulars  of  the  Condemnations  :  — 


("  E  "=l 

BEEF  (for  Tuberculosis) — 

39  Cows  and  all  edible  offal 

Emergency  Slaughter ) 

.  (9E) 

Stones 

1686 

25  Beasts  „  „ 

.  (4E) 

973 

7  Cows’  forequarters 

. ct  ••••P.1 

. 1 

63J 

2  Cows’  hindquarters 

.  (IE) 

24 

26  Beasts’  forequarters 

.  .  . 

.  (2E) 

290 

1  Beast’s  hindquarter 

.  .  . 

6{ 
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(  0  £  fa  e  r  Cau  s  e  §  ) — 


3 

Cows 

and  all  edible  offal 

— Emaciation 

(IE) 

87 

2 

Beasts 

yy  yj 

yy 

yy 

— Emaciation 

(IE) 

90J 

5 

Cows 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Emaciation  &  Dropsy 

(3E) 

190 

1 

Beast 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Emaciation  &  Dropsy  (IE) 

31 

2 

Cows 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

- — Dropsy  . 

604 

1 

Cow 

}>  >> 

yy 

yy 

— Moribund 

(IE) 

49 

1 

Beast 

>>  >> 

}> 

fi 

— Moribund 

(IE) 

40 

2 

Cows 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Septicaemia 

(2E) 

94 

1 

Beast 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Septicaemia 

(IE) 

34 

2 

Cows 

yy  yy 

>> 

a 

— Septic  Pericarditis 

(2E) 

76 

3 

Cows 

>>  >> 

)> 

a 

—Septic  Metritis 

(3E) 

103 

1 

Beast 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Gangrenous 

Pneumonia 

(IE) 

44} 

1 

Cow 

a 

if 

a 

— Pyaemia 

(IE) 

39} 

1 

Cow 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Purulent  Nephritis 

with  Emaciation 

(IE) 

38 

2 

Cows 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

■ — Poisoned 

(2E) 

86 

1 

Beast 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

—Poisoned 

(IE) 

994 

1 

Beast 

yy  yy 

yy 

yy 

— Bruising  ext.  &  severe 

(IE) 

28 

7 

Hindquarters 

— Bruised  . 

(7  E) 

67 

Bruised 

Beef 

87 

Heated 

Beef 

12- 

OFFALS  (Edible)— 

Heads  &  Tongues:  315  (T.B),  637§  stones;  44  (Actinomycosis),  89y 
stones. 

Lungs:  408  (T.B.),  295^  stones;  19  (Pluerisy,  etc.),  15  stones. 

Livers:  85  (T.B),  90§  stones;  471  (Distomatosis),  484  stones;  85 
(Abscesses),  90J  stones;  31  (Cirrhosis),  11J  stones;  50  (Cavernous 
Angioma),  55j  stones;  21  (Fatty,  Parasitic,  etc.),  33^  stones. 

Other  Edible  Offals:  428  stones. 


SHEEP— 

2  carcases  and  all  edible 


5 

1 

1 


yy 


yy 


yy  yy 


yy  yy 


offal — Imperfect  bleeding 
„  — 'Emaciation 

„  — Emaciation  &  Dropsy 

,,  — Septic  Metritis 


(2E) 

(4E) 

(IE) 


Stones 

9} 

13-i 

4 

5 


Mutton  (bruised1,  etc.),  124  stones. 
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OFFALS  (Edible)— 

Livers:  51  (Distomatoiis),  9f  stones;  26  (Parasitic,  etc.),  4  stones. 

Other  Edible  Offals:  3f  stones. 


CALVES—  Stones 


8 

carcases 

and  all  edible  offal 

— Immaturity 

15 

2 

yy 

yy  y y  yy 

— Poisoned  .  .  (2E) 

27 

1 

yy 

yy  yy  yy 

— Septic  Peritonitis  .  (IE) 

0  4 

Lt 

yy 

yy  yy  yy 

— Dropsy  &  Emaciation  (IE) 

17 

1 

yy 

yy  yy  yy 

— Chronic  Nephritis 

and  Emaciation  .  (IE) 

6f 

2 

yy 

yy  yy  yy 

— Generalised  T.B . 

174 

Edible 

Offals  (various) — 34  stones  (including  bruised  Veal). 

PIGS— 

Stones 

14 

carcases 

and  all  edible  offal 

— Generalised  T.B. 

(3E) 

169 

10 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Acute  Erysipelas 

(10E) 

874 

11 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Swine  Fever 

(confirmed) 

(10E) 

684 

22 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Fevered 

(22E) 

68 

1 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Jaundice 

10 

1 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Multiple  Abscesses 

34 

14 

yy 

yy 

y  y 

yy 

— Dropsical  and 

Immature 

(14E) 

13 

1 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Dropsical 

(IE) 

64 

2 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Septicaemia 

(2E) 

324 

1 

yy 

yy 

yy 

yy 

— Intestinal 

Contamination 

(IE) 

6 

Pork  (various  causes) — 42  stones. 


OFFALS  (Edible)— 

Heads  <&  Tongues:  92  (T.B.),  115  stones. 
Various  Other  Edible  Offals:  35  4  stones. 
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MINISTRY  OF  HEALTH.  CIRCULAR  1650 
PARTICULARS  TO  BE  GIVEN  —  ANNUAL  REPORTS 
CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle j 
excluding 
Cows . 

rav-aamr .  a  ggjga-.rgg  Jrtjgf5^i»gtog-rTgi 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  . 

3,014 

1 ,067 

1,096 

9,767 

5,647 

Number  inspected 

3,014 

1 ,067 

1,096 

9,767 

5,647 

AH  Diseases  ex¬ 
cept  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

8 

22 

14 

9 

63 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

470 

297 

4 

87 

152 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis 

15.85% 

29.89% 

1.64% 

.98% 

3.81% 

Tuberculosis 

only. 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

25 

39 

2 

14 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

393 

275 

124 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

13.87% 

29.43% 

.18% 

— 

2.44% 

OTHER  FOODS 

387  Condemnation  Notes  were  issued  covering  12,506  tins  of  food  and  4 
tons  16  cwts.  and  2  stones  of  other  foods. 

Tins  of —  Milk  7,461;  Sardines  143;  Pork  Luncheon  Meat  630;  Pilchards, 
Herrings,  etc.,  597;  Beans  in  Tomato  841  ;  Peas  102;  Meat  Roll  539;  Chopped 
Ham  46;  Pork  &  Beans  364;  Salmon  139;  Soups  39;  Corned  Beef  1,273;  Jam, 
Syrups,  etc.,  54;  Sausage  Meat  71;  Brisket  of  Beef  4;  Carrots  20;  Stews  79; 
Tongue  28;  Stewed  Steak  104;  Miscellaneous  72. 
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Miscellaneous  Foods — Bread  20  sts. ;  Fish  47  sts. ;  General  sweepings  of 
Cereals  49  sts.  4  lbs.;  Breakfast  Cereals  3  sts.  5  lbs.;  Bacon  57  sts.  6  lbs.; 
^Cheese  20  sts.  8  lbs.;  *Rice  89  sts.  3  lbs.;  *  Barley  9  sts.  7  lbs.;  *Flour  21  sts. 
1  lb.;  *Butter  2  sts.  7  lbs.;  Peas  1  st.  8  lbs.;  *Dried  Fruit,  Dates,  etc.,  281  sts. 
12  lbs.;  Puddings  1  st.  6  lbs.;  *Chocolate  52  sts.;  Herring  Butter  6  lbs.;  Baking 
Powder  2  sts. ;  Fish  Cakes  5  sts.  1  lb. ;  Dried  Egg  6  sts.  1  lb. ;  Pudding  Mixture 

3  lbs.;  Black  Puddings. 1  st.  1  lb.;  Brawn  12  lbs.;  Salt  9  lbs.;  Bisto  1  st.  6  lbs.; 
^Margarine  1  st.  1  lb.;  Bones  9  st.  12  lbs.;  “  Noodles  ”  2  st.  6  lbs.;  ^Semolina 

4  sts.  5  lbs.;  *Oats  2  sts.  4  lbs.;  Crumpets  3  sts.  9  lbs.;  Tea  1  lb.;  Cooked 
Beef  13  sts.  5  lbs.;  Sausages  5  sts.  10  lbs.;  Lemonade  Powder  7  lbs.;  Vita  Gravy 
Powder  7  lbs.;  *Sugar  26  sts.  4  lbs.;  *Suet  10  sts.  12  lbs.;  Shrimps  pecks; 
Pickles  53  x  1  gall,  jars;  Marmite  8  x  1  lb.  jars;  Eggs  15  whole  cases  and  one 
part  case. 

* — A  quantity  of  these  foods  were  salvaged  via  the  Governmeyit  (Foods)  Salvage 
Officer ,  Nottingham,  who  has  to  be  contacted  in  certain  cases  specified  by  a 
Ministry  of  Food  Circular. 


FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT  1938 
PRESERVATIVES  IN  FOOD  REGULATIONS 

86  Samples  (51  of  which  were  Formal  and  35  Informal)  were  submitted  to 
the  Public  Analyst,  as  follows:  — 

Milk  45,  Butter  2,  Malt  Vinegar  1,  Curry  Powder  1,  Baking  Powder  2, 
Meat  Paste  1,  Medicine  to  Prescription  6,  Iron  Tonic  Cup  1,  Sausage  2,  Sardines 
4,  H  errings  in  Tomato  2,  Aspirin  1,  Gin  1,  Self  Raising  Flour  1,  Sild  in  Tomato 
Sauce  2,  Ground  Ginger  1,  Coffee  1,  Sponge  Mixture  1,  Lemon  Flavour  1, 
Shredded  Beef  Suet  2,  Camphorated  Oil  2,  Seidlitz  Powder  2,  Boracic  Ointment 
1,  Iodized  Salt  1,  Jam  2. 

Dirt  and  preservative  were  reported  as  absent  from  all  the  milk  samples. 

The  Genuine  Milk  Samples  gave  an  average  composition  as  follows  :  — —3.61 
per  cent  fat,  8.78  per  cent  solids  not  fat,  the  Morning’s  Milks  of  which  were 
3.38  per  cent  fat,  solids  not  fat  8.83  per  cent. 

Milk  No.  535.  This  sample,  purchased  from  a  local  Vendor,  was  reported 
10  per  cent  deficient  in  fat.  Three  days  later  five  “  In  Course  of  Delivery” 
samples  were  taken.  Two  of  these  gave  a  fat  deficiency  of  10  per  cent  and  15 
per  cent  and  all  the  samples  were  down  in  solids  not  fat  from  one  to  four  per 
cent.  Three  days  later  seven  “  Appeal-to-the-Cow  ”  samples  were  taken  at  the 
Producer’s  Farm.  One  of  the  samples  was  of  the  bulked  Evening’s  milk.  This 
was  reported  genuine.  The  other  samples  were  all  of  the  Morning’s  milking. 
Two  were  genuine  as  regards  fat  content.  Three  were  deficient  in  fat  to  the 
extent  of  6,  20  and  20  per  cent.  Four  of  the  samples  were  down  in  solids  not 
fat  varying  from  one  to  3.5  per  cent.  The  bulked  Morning’s  milk  showed  a 
10  per  cent  deficiency  in  fat  and  one  per  cent  deficiency  in  solids  not  fat. 
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Milk  No.  552.  This  sample,  purchased  from  a  local  Vendor,  was  reported 
6  per  cent  deficient  in  fat.  Three  “  In  Course  of  Delivery  J’  samples  were  sub¬ 
sequently  taken  and  these  were  all  reported  genuine. 

The  Public  Analyst  reported  on  all  the  foregoing  below-standard  milks  that 
the  Freezing  Point  Test  indicated  “  Genuine  Natural  Milk — no  added  water. ” 

Reports  on  the  two  samples  (Nos.  535  &  552)  were  considered  by  the  Public 
Health  Committee  and  the  Town  Clerk  was  requested  to  write  to  the  Producer 
in  the  former  case  and  the  Vendor  in  the  latter  case. 

Gin  No.  562.  This  sample  was  reported  51  degrees  underproof  strength,, 
whereas  it  should  not  be  weaker  than  35  degrees  underproof  strength. 

Proceedings  were  subsequently  taken  against  the  V endor,  who  pleaded  guilty. 
A  fine  of  10/-  was  imposed.  Subsequently  the  Town  Clerk  reported  on  this 
case  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and  was  requested  to  forward  a  copy  of 
his  report  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  with  a  view  to  that  Ministry  drawing  the 
attention  of  the  Home  Office  to  the  matter.  This  was  done  and  the  reply  of 
the  Ministry  was  reported  to  the  September  meeting  of  the  Committee. 


MILK  &  DAIRIES  ORDER  1926 
DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AMD  MILKSHOPS 

Following  are  the  particulars  of  the  Register  for  the  year  :  — 

(1)  Retail  Purveyors  having  Registered  Premises  in  the  City  19 

(2)  Retail  Purveyors  having  Registered  Premises  outside  the  City 2 

(3)  Producers  (Retail)  in  the  City  with  Registered  Cowsheds — 

(included  in  No.  1  above)  .  .  .  .  .  14 

(4)  Producers  (Wholesale)  in  the  City  with  Registered  Cowsheds  .  12 

(5)  Shopkeepers  selling  milk  (retail)  .  .  .  .  .  8 

56  visits  were  paid  respecting  the  above. 

Work  done  : — 2  defaults  were  remedied  on  request. 


Pasteurised,  Heat  Treated  and  School  Milk  were  sampled  approximately 
monthly  and  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase,  Plate  Count,  Methylene  Blue  and 
B.  Coli  tests.  The  results  were  satisfactory.  These  tests  were  carried  out  by 
the  Public  Analyst  for  the  City.  4  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  Microscopic 
and  Biological  examination  for  the  presence  of  tubercule  bacilli;  none  of  which 
was  reported  against. 

The  Milk  Rationalization  Scheme,  which  started  in  1943  and  which  was- 
referred  to  fully  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  continues  to  function. 
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FACTORIES  ACT  1937 

Following  are  particulars  of  the  number  of  Factories  registered  (excluding 
Bakehouses)  and  work  done  in  connection  therewith  during  the  year  :  — 


Factories  on  Register  (Mechanical  142,  non-Mechanical  47)  .  189 

Number  of  visits  paid  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  40 


Notices  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  :  — 
Re  NewT  Factories 
Re  Defaults 
Letters  sent 


Defaults  remedied  : — - 

Sanitary  conveniences  reconstructed  and  repaired  .  .  .  6 

Cleansing  of  sanitary  conveniences  .  .  .  .  .  10 

Intervening  ventilated  space  formed  to  sanitary  convenience  .  1 


CANAL  BOATS  —  PLEASURE  BOATS 

CANAL  BOATS. — No  registered  boats  have  been  seen  in  the  area  during 
the  year  under  review. 

PLEASURE  BOATS. — Number  licensed  56  and  2  Boatmen.  49  visits 
paid. 
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I  am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


J.  L.  SEDEN, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


■ 


\ 
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